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House of Lords were put to the vote, and that "all parties that are sure
of the Chancellor are sure of the Duke of York". James's attendances
in the House of Lords were very regular, though it does not appear
(of course) from the Journals whether or no he sat through the debates
on all occasions when he put in an appearance.

He had been a Privy Councillor before he was sixteen; he does not
appear ever to have been sworn, but he attended his first Council on
August 31, 1649, at Saint-Germain, and he was present at meetings
subsequently in Jersey and at intervals when he was not on campaign
down to the Restoration; for some reason neither his name nor that of
the Duke of Gloucester appears in a list of councillors inserted in the
register in 1658. After the Restoration he took his duties as Privy
Councillor for some time very lightly: in the year 1660 his absences
largely outnumber his attendances, in 1661 he was more assiduous,
and from December of that year he missed very few meetings except
those at which Charles himself was not present. The most important
matters were not, however, discussed in the Privy Council, but in the
Committee for Foreign Affairs, which in the first years of the reign was
an informal body summoned at need by the King, and of which no
minutes were kept. It does not appear whether or no James was
summoned as a matter of course to that Committee in the early months
of the reign.1

To these years belong the most important part of James's activities
in connection with the Navy. It cannot be doubted that his interest

1 Miss Harbour, Life of Arlington, and Christie, Life of Shaftesbury, say that
James was not at first summoned, but they quote no authority.

C. M. Andrews (British Committees, Commissions and Councils of Trade and
Plantations, 1622-1675; Johns Hopkins University Studies, 1908) supplies a
good deal of information regarding James's public activities in the first half of
Charles's reign. He was not on the Committee for Trade and Plantations
constituted under Order in Council of July 4, 1660 (Cal. S.P. Col. 1514-1660,
pp. 82, 483; P.C. Reg. Charles II, Vol. II, p. 63; New York Colonial Docu-
ments, III, 30), nor on the Council of Trade, the Council of Foreign Plantations
or the African Company. On January 31, 1668, regulations were issued for four
standing Committees: for Foreign Affairs, naval and military affairs, trade and
plantations and petitions and grievances, and it was stated that "His Royal
Highness ... is understood to be of all Committees where he pleases to be"
(we may safely conjecture that this proviso was not a complete innovation,
but that it was to some extent a recognition of existing practice, and that
James had for some time had a seat on these Committees). Under the regula-
tions for the Committee for naval and military affairs it was provided that "His
Royal Highness may preside if he so please, or else the Lord General" (Egerton
MSS. 2543 ff,, 2O5~2O5b). A commission issued on April 13, 1669, established
a Council of Trade, and the Duke of York was the first member named (Rawlin-
son MSS. A 478 f. 77; Cal. S.P. Dom. 1668-1669, pp. 224-225). A Commission
issued on July 30, 1670, constituted a Council for Plantations; of this Council
James was not an original member, but he was appointed to it the following year.